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WELCOME FROM THE NEW CHAIR   

   

Welcome to this month’s issue of the Llanfair town chronicle. 
 

I was honored to be elected Chair to the Council for the ensuing year on Monday 

20th May at the annual meeting. I am proud to be following in my late father’s 

footsteps. 
 

I will be ably supported by Cllr Melvin Jones as vice chair. 
 

I wish to thank Cllr Ian Davies for all his hard work as Chair over the previous two 

years, it was much appreciated. 
 

Now summer is upon us and hopefully the weather will improve after a very wet 

winter and spring which has been a challenging time for our local farmers and 

anyone working on the land. 
 

The Urdd eisteddfod is taking place as I write this and has been very popular and is 

bringing lots of visitors to Llanfair and has supported the local businesses. 

We will soon welcome another new business into the village with the opening of the 

new Chinese takeaway. Hopefully, this will attract even more visitors to our village to 

sample what we have to offer.  
 

Unfortunately, there is no Carnival this year, but the committee are always seeking 

new volunteers and will be fundraising this year to make next year’s event even 

bigger and better. 
 

The friends Of Deri Wood (FODW) were visited in May by the High Sheriff of Powys 

who was given a tour of the woods and was shown some of their projects and 

maintenance work. We are grateful for all the hard work the volunteers put into 

keeping Deri woods a great place to visit.  
 

We as a Town council always strive to do our best for the community and are 

currently seeking grant aid for various projects in the village. We hope we will be 

successful in our applications.  
 

I look forward to working with the Council and Town Clerk over the coming year.  
 

Regards  

Cllr Rob Astley 
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Llanfair Caereinion Town Council 
 

Defibrillator locations 

1) Mount Field (clubhouse wall) 

2) High Street (telephone box) 

3) Watergate Street by Maesglas (telephone box) 

4) Market Square (Black Lion pub) 

5) Leisure Centre (outside wall) 

6) Doctors Surgery (inside) 

7) Institute (back of building)   

8) Rhiweniath village hall 

 

Cyngor Tref Llanfair Caereinion 

Lleoliadau’r diffibrilwyr 

1) Cae Mownt (wal adeilad y clwb) 

2) Stryd Fawr (blwch ffôn) 

3) Stryd y Dŵr gan Maesglas (blwch ffôn) 

4) Sgwâr y Farchnad (tafarn y Llew Du) 

5) Canolfan Hamdden (wal allanol) 

6) Y Feddygfa (y tu mewn) 

7) Yr Athrofa (yng nghefn yr adeilad) 

8) neuadd bentref Rhiweniath 
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LLANFAIR CAEREINION TOWN COUNCIL 

At the Town Council annual meeting the following programme  

of activity was approved for 2024-2025 

 

Proposed activity for the financial year 2024-2025  

Places Plan for Llanfair to be completed (grant aid funded) 

For regeneration, leisure centre, tourism and a  

healthy Llanfair 

Complete and start  

street cleaning project  

Replacement of top rail on Mount Field side of Mount Field and 

repair netting and posts at far end of field along with post 

replacement far end of Mount Field 

New signage at Mount Field 

Repair to car park surface at  

Deri Woods and Mount Field 

Works of repair at Deri Woods and Goat Field to paths,  

steps and railings to continue 

Replace cross on top of Lychgate  

Minor tree works to Erw Ddwr 

Complete town street furniture painting project 

Fitness Trail installation 

Progress to seek grant aid to help with tennis court resurfacing 

Complete Book start Day for reception class at Llanfair 

Completion of installation of Tourism Maps around the town  

Continue with progress proposals to take lorries out of the 

town.  

Complete Christmas Lights plan and implement for December 

2024 

Asset transfer of land at Banwy Industrial Estate 
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Llanfair Caereinion Carnival 

As many of you know, the Carnival Committee 
had to make the difficult decision not to 
organise a Carnival this year. The main reason 
for this was a lack 
of funds, followed 
closely by a 
shortage of 
volunteer helpers 
during the Carnival 
weekend. Before 
COVID-19, it cost 
approximately £3,500 to host the Carnival, but 
now it costs £5,500. 

We, as the Carnival Committee, will be organising some fundraising events 
later in the year to ensure the Carnival can go ahead in 2025 and for many 
more years to come. We need the 
community's support for this significant 
event in our calendar. 

If you would like to offer 
your help, please get in 
touch through our 
Facebook page.  

We are an aging committee, and it would be wonderful to 
have younger members involved in organising the Carnival. 

We are already planning for next year and have chosen a 
theme: "Famous Landmarks." You heard it here first! 

So, get your creative juices flowing and let's have some 
fantastic floats and fancy dress outfits for Llanfair Carnival 2025! 
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 PICTURES FROM THE EISTEDDFOD (Urdd) 2024 
(courtesy of the BBC website) 
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Although the Urdd event was a little wet at the beginning of 

the week the weather got better as time passed.  From all 

reports overall it was a great event and an amazing 

experience for those who attended and took part.  Thank 

you to all who made the event possible. 
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Welshpool & Llanfair Steam Railway Gala 2024 

 
The gala this year is to be held from Friday 30th August through to 
Sunday 1st September.  So what is happening?  Here is a summary  
of the main attractions for this year: 
 

DL34 Diesel loco from Taiwan inf full service 

Loco 699 Sir Drefaldwyn in steam service  

Loco 822 The Earl in steam service 

Loco Zillertal 2 in steam service 

The Wasp railcar in limited service (separate ticket) 

Other locos in service 17 Diema  

Intensive timetable with steam and diesel loco hauled trains  

Plenty of unique photo opportunities including night  

photography at Llanfair  

Other locos on display will include Nutty, Joan, Wickham  

Trolley and Monarch 

Wickham Trolley around between Llanfair and Tanllan 

Impressive array of steam road vehicles in the yard at Llanfair 
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Continued… 

Classic buses and bus services (Routemaster and Crossville) 

Accessible bus from Welshpool Main Line station on Saturday  
Garden Railway show at Llanfair Caereinion Leisure Centre  

Loads of classic cars at Raven Square Welshpool 

Extensive range of model railways of all gauges at Welshpool 

16mm Gauge Society model layout in Llanfair Connections  

Cloverland’s Model Car Museum 

Llanfair Connections Railway Museum  

Sierra Leone Railway Display at Llanfair 

Workshop tours at Llanfair 

Specialist ice creams at Raven Square 

Membership, Volunteering, Young Members and Info stands 

Tearoom & hot food at both Llanfair and Raven Square 

Licenced bar with real ales at The Earl in Llanfair   

Good signage to guide you around the attractions 

Evening photography at Llanfair. 

 

Entry to the event is FREE and there will be a free brochure  

for all who attend to guide you around the event. 

 

In the evening you are invited to come to Llanfair Caereinion station 

And enjoy a drink from the bar whilst sitting among the steam  

Engines. An amazing experience. 

 

There will some trade stalls however there is more room  

and if anyone wishes to have a stall at the gala just make 

 contact with me on 07767 267830 

 or via email volunteerliaison@wllr.org.uk 

Free to Llanfair or Welshpool residents. 

mailto:volunteerliaison@wllr.org.uk
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THE FRIENDS OF DERI WOODS 

 

Kathryn Silk the  High Sheriff of Powys visited Deri 

Woods to meet the Friends of Deri Woods volunteers.   

The friends meet monthly on the third Monday and carry 

out maintenance, planting and vegetation management in 

partnership with the Town Council and the 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust. 

You can see the difference made by the volunteers work 

when you visit the woodland walks through Goat Field 

and Deri Woods. 

Cllr Gareth Jones and the Town Clerk joined the high 

Sheriff  to offer their thanks for the work being  

done by volunteers. 
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Taiwanese engine launched at the 

Welshpool & Llanfair Light railway 
  

On Saturday 4th May, the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway (W&LLR) 

officially launched the newest addition to its fleet, a powerful diesel on  

loan from the Alishan Forest Railway (AFR) of Taiwan.  

  

Cllr Rob Astley and the Town Clerk attended the official launch  

ceremony which saw a delegation who had travelled to the  

picturesque Mid Wales line specially from the Alishan Forest  

Railway and Cultural Heritage Office, hold a joint ceremony with 

the W&LLR Team and local dignitaries, after which DL-34 hauled 

 its first passenger train since arriving in the UK. As a symbol of  

friendship and co-operation between the two railways, the ceremony  

saw the joint symbolic fitting of a headboard to the locomotive by  

Lin Hwa-ching (Director-general of Forestry and Nature  

Conservation Agency) and Steve Clews (Chairman of the W&LLR).  

  

The occasion also afforded the opportunity for an exchange of  

ideas between the two heritage railways, including further  

-operation in promoting tourism in our regions, best practice in 

 operation and maintenance, and engaging with new audiences  

both as visitors and volunteers. The W&LLR and Alishan Forestry  

Railway have been affiliated since 2017 and we hope that this  

loan will help further our educational and cultural co-operation  

going forwards.  

  

DL-34 arrived in the UK in 2023 after its near 10,000km journey  

from Taiwan. Over the past 12 months the W&LLR team have  

been working hard with specialist contractors to modify the locomotive’s 

brake system and couplings for use on the Welsh line, test the 

locomotive and train drivers in its usage. DL34 is due to operate  
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more passenger trains during the summer period, operating days will be 

published on the railway’s website in the coming months. The engine 

 is on loan to the Welsh line for an initial three-years.  

  

W&LLR Chairman Steve Clews said, ‘This loan is the culmination  

of four years of discussions and hard work and is a great opportunity 

 for our two railways to continue building their relationship.’  

  

Lin Hwa-ching, Director-General of Taiwan 's  Forestry and Nature 

Conservation Agency said 'Under the excellent care of the Welshpool  

and Llanfair Light Railway, we believe that DL-34 will traverse the  

beautiful hills and plains of Wales gracefully.’  

  

DL-34 was built in 1972 by Mitsubishi of Japan. Designed to tackle 

 the famous steep gradients and tight curves of the Alishan Forest  

line, its engine produces a formidable 523 HP. The AFR is famous 

 for being the highest narrow-gauge line in Asia, with steep gradients  

and its distinctive Shay locomotives.  
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The Friends of Llanfair Clock 

I would be very surprised if there is anyone who doesn’t yet know that 

the clock face was removed in April and taken away for refurbishment. 

It did, after all, make the front page of the County Times that week! I 

was surprised to see how large it was once I was face to face with it. 

Believe it or not it is five feet in diameter and the hands were bigger 

than I expected too. 

 

So exciting times ahead. I am waiting to hear from the contractors as 

to the date for their return and will try to let everyone know in good 

time. However they will ensure the clock is working before they leave, 

so you may hear the bongs before you have had time read my 

message. 

Thank you again to everyone for your support, without it we would not 
have been able to make this happen. A brilliant example of our 
community coming together. Thank you also to the members of the 
committee who have never failed to provide sage advice and thorough 
support.  

Once the clock is reinstated the committee will provide a final balance 
sheet and details of the maintenance fund. 
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St Mary’s Church News 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to see our knitted Easter Story or 

has complemented us on the Urdd Post-box topper. I’m sure there will 

be a new challenge for the knitters very soon. 

Change is on the horizon here at St. Mary’s with thoughts turning to 

the appointment of a new priest, and we hope to have more news 

soon. With that in mind we have been trying to get our housekeeping 

in order, that everything will be ready for them to begin their ministry. 

One of the tasks which needs to be completed is a list of current key 

holders. This has in turn made us appreciate that some of the keys we 

thought we had would seem to be missing and we suspect they may 

be somewhere within the Llanfair community.  

We now know that our current electronic key system was fitted in 2005 

and since that time we have had many different people holding key 

holder positions within our church. Often, keys have been returned, but 

as we are some missing, we suspect that in some cases this hasn’t 

happened. Circumstances such as those around lockdown and the 

closing of our church during the pandemic may well be reason behind 

this. If you, or someone you know does still hold a key we would be 

grateful for its return, no questions asked, as replacements are 

expensive to obtain.   

Please let Sue Whitehouse know if you manage to track one down 

and she will arrange to collect it. They have a blue plastic top with 

either, a white, yellow of red plastic dot within it. They key will also 

have the name Paul Ashby engraved down one side. 
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Trefaldwyn  

      Vets   

   

       M’S.R.C.V.S   
        Veterinary Surgeons   

Pool Road, Montgomery   SY15 6EU   

   

Tel: Montgomery: 01686 668234   
          Llanfair Caereinion: 01938 810087   

   

Website: www.trefaldwynvets.com   

   

Small Animal Surgery hours by appointment   

   

 Montgomery                  Llanfair Caereinion   
Mon – Fri 0830-1800                     Monday, Tuesday and   
Saturday 0900 – 1300                   Thursday 0900 - 1630   

                       Wednesday and Friday   
                                                 1400 - 1630   

                             

              

Routine fertility and health checks actively promoted in both   males and females   
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QUIZ OF THE MONTH 
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THINGS HAPPENING IN LLANFAIR CAEREINION 

Community Café – in the Institute 

Friday afternoons (12noon to 4.pm) 

Hot meals first Friday of the month. 

Llanfair Caereinion Town 

Council 

Last Monday of the month in the 

Institute 7pm 

 

Library – in the Institute 

Tuesday (10-1), Thursday (3-6),  

Friday (2-5) & Saturday (10-1) 

Homely Club – in the Institute 

2nd Tuesday 2-3pm 

 

Historical Society – in the 

Institute 

Every second Wednesday at 

7.30pm 

Coffee and cake morning 

1st Wednesday 

St Mary’s Church Hall  

10am to 12 noon 

Youth Club – in the Institute 

Mondays (4.30-6.30 and 6.30-8) 

 

Knit & Natter – in the Institute 

3rd Wednesday  

10am to 12pm 

JAM – in the Institute 

Wednesdays  

3.30 – 5pm 

Women’s Institute – in the 

Institute 

2nd Thursday 6.30 – 9pM 

New Life Church – in the Institute 

Sundays 4-5pm 

Indoor bowling – in the 

Institute 

2nd Mondays 2 – 3.30pm 

 

St Mary’s Church - monthly 

1st& 3rd Sundays Holy Communion 

10am 

2nd & 4th Sundays – Morning Prayer 

11am 

1st Wednesday – Holy Communion 

9.30am 

5th Sunday – see notice board 

Yoga 

Tuesdays  6.30pm 

 

 

If you have a regular monthly or weekly meeting let us know and we 

can include you in the list. 
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Town Councilors/ Y Cynghorwyr Tref   
   

Cllr Rob Astley   

(Chair)    

Independent 

01938 810393     

Cllr Melvin Jones   

(Vice Chair)  

Independent  

07773 591895   

 

Cllr Hazel Davies    

Independent   

01938 810152   

Cllr Ian Davies   

Independent   

01938 810602   

Cllr Cadvan Evans    

Independent  

07813 194862   

Cllr Viola Evans    

Independent   

01938 810481   

Cllr Gareth Jones    

Independent 

07713 988017   

Cllr Mark Owen   

Independent  

07767 267830   

Cllr Geraint Peate   

Independent  

 01938 810657   

Cllr Stephen Purser   

Independent (co-opted) 

07853 823846  

 Cllr Sam Webster    

Independent   

07711  293196   

 Vacant 

   

  Your County Councillor is Cllr Gareth Jones (details above)   
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              TOWN CLERK 
             Robert A Robinson  
                        MBE FRICS FSLCC 

                   Crown House High Street   

                Llanfair Caereinion SY210QY 

                    Tel 07767 267830   

        Email Llanfairtownclerk@mailc.om 

         Website: llanfairtowncouncil.co.uk 
 

        Council Office: The Institute, Bridge Street Open most Friday  

         afternoons 2pm to 5pm or by appointment at any other time.  

 

 

mailto:Llanfairtownclerk@mailc.om
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Volunteer with Us 

Our railway is owned and mainly operated by volunteers. New  
volunteers are always welcome to join our friendly and diverse team. 

 If you have a few hours to spare and would like to find out more  
about volunteering with us and what is involved, please  

contact 07767 267830 for an informal chat. 


